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Executive Summary

ver the years, there have been

unsuccessful attempts in Kenya to

determine the disability status through

national censuses and studies by civil
societies, non-government organizations and
government. Lack of evidence-based data on the
nature and extent of disabilities as well as other
factors that affect persons with disabilities (PWDs)
in Kenya has therefore posed challenges in terms of
planning.

The Kenya National Survey for Persons with
Disabilities (KNSPWD) was designed to provide
up-to-date information for planning, monitoring
and evaluating the various activities, programmes
and projects geared towards improving the
wellbeing of PWD:s.

Data Collection

The information collected included an estimation
of the number of PWDs; their distribution,
demographic, socio-economic and cultural
characteristics; the nature, types and causes of
disabilities; coping mechanisms; and the nature of
services available to them.

This preliminary report presents key findings of
the household-based interviews conducted during
the survey. The household survey utilized a two-
stage cluster sampling design. Out of the 1,800
clusters maintained by the KNBS, 600 clusters were
selected; of these 436 were rural and 164 were
urban. A systematic random sample of 25
households per cluster was selected, resulting in a
sample size of 15,000 households. Successful
interviews were conducted with 97% of the
sampled households, while 96% of PWDs were
interviewed.

(7
KNSPWD found that

* 4.6% of Kenyans experience some form
of disability.

» More disabled persons reside in rural
than in urban areas.

» 15% of PWDs are likely to be affected by
environmental factors on a daily basis
and 3% on a weekly basis.

* 65% of PWDs regard the environment as
major problem in their daily lives.

* A quarter of PWDs work in family
businesses, but a third do not work at all.

» 16% women with disability aged 12—49

years use some form of family planning.
NS /
Key Findings

« The most common forms of disabilities in Kenya
are associated with chronic respiratory diseases,
cancer, diabetes, malnutrition, HIV/AIDS, other
infectious diseases, and injuries such as those
from road accidents, falls, land mines and
violence.

« Six functional classifications of disabilities were
used to compute the prevalence rate of
disability. The question to the respondents
focused on the individual’s experience with or
without use of assistive devices or support
services. The overall disability rate was 4.6%.
Overall, nine in ten PWDs found disability
without assistive devices a big problem.

 Activity limitation refers to difficulties
experienced by an individual in the absence of
any kind of assistance. The data indicate that
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Attitudes displayed by the people around
them can be a bigger problem for PWDs
than the medical condition they must cope
with: People living and interacting with
PWDs tend to treat them differently in

relation to their disabilities.
7

PWDs who are unable to carry out their daily
activities were more likely to be residing in rural
areas (9%) than in urban areas (4%).

The accessibility of the immediate surroundings
plays an important role in PWDs' participation
in various activities. The survey shows that
about 15% of PWDs are likely to be affected by
environmental factors on a daily basis and 3%
on a weekly basis. Three out of five (65%) PWDs
mentioned the environment as major problem
in their daily lives.

A third of the PWDs worked on own family
business with a quarter doing no work. About
16% worked for pay and one out of ten
indicated that they were homemakers. The
survey found that a third of PWDs use an
assistive device or support service. Out of this
proportion, one in five uses an information
device while 12% use a personal mobility device.

Owerall, nine in ten PWDs are aware of the
health care services available, but more PWDs

in urban areas (95%) were likely to be aware of
health services than their rural counterparts
(86%). However, PWD:s residing in the urban
areas are less likely to have needed health
services (72%), compared with their rural
counterparts (79%). Use of family planning was
found to be 16% for female PWDs aged 12 to 49
years.

Although more detailed information will be
available in the main report of the KNSPWD, this
preliminary report provides a sound basis for policy
makers and programme managers to use in
setting priorities.

Collaborating Organizations

The KNSPWD was undertaken by the National
Coordinating Agency for Population and
Development (NCAPD) in collaboration with the
Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS), the
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, Ministry
of Gender, Culture and Social Services, and an
array of organizations for or of persons with
disabilities. Technical and financial support for the
survey came from the Department for
International Development (DFID), the World
Bank and the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) under the
STATCAP project. The United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) provided support for the design of
the survey instruments.




