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Editor’s Note
The Rwanda Union of the Blind (RUB) newsletter is meant to serve two purposes. The first one is to spread information about RUB for its members and friends, and the second one is to be the voice of RUB members so as to make it possible for them to bring out their concerns and experiences. 
In this first issue we will not include contributions from members but we hope to include them in future releases. There shall be more participation from RUB members throughout the country. 
This newsletter will be produced twice a year, in June and in December. It shall be circulated by e-mail and be printed on A4 paper for the few members who might request it. 
We hope you enjoy the reading! 

Donatilla Kanimba
 WHO IS RUB?

The Rwanda Union of the Blind is an organization made up of Blind people who get together to find a way of bringing out the problems they share in order to find solutions for them. RUB has 35 branches in 17 districts where Blind people meet in a local area. They form an association which is based on sector level. Such local associations constitute RUB branches. Blind people who are not in a local association are welcome to be RUB members as well but this presents the problem of keeping in touch with them since most of RUB activities take place in branches. 
At the national level RUB has a national Board, a national Women’s Committee and a national Youth Committee. These two subcommittees, Youth and Women, are represented on national boards. RUB networks with other disability organisations as well as with other partners such as VSO, HI, FENAPH and any other partners who would be willing to join hands with RUB. 
The organisation runs four major projects: 

1. Rehabilitation and Vocational training which takes place at the Masaka Resource Centre for the Blind (MRCB) at Masaka in Kicukiro district.
2. Outreach Project which helps to establish associations in local districts which form the RUB branches.
3. RUB Orphans’ Project which identifies orphaned Blind children and make sure that they get to school.
4. PEPFAR/HI Project in which RUB is supported by the US White House through HI to raise awareness of HIV and AIDS among Blind people. 
RUB IN THE BRANCHES   
As mentioned earlier there are 35 RUB branches countrywide. Since the branches are formed by local associations which are in turn established by members locally, they can be different from each other depending on the kind of activity they engage in and how they do it. The one thing they have in common is making local contributions to support their own activities. For example there are five local branches in Bugasera district. Some of them prepare cassava stem cutting for planting which they sell to local people, others grow and sell cassava, while others grow ground nuts which they shell and sell in local markets. There are two groups in Gasabo district, one in Rusororo sector and the other one in Gisozi sector. The group in Rusororo sector have established themselves as tomato growers, they have also managed to learn how to make the local type of beehives and they plan to join the honey producing industry.

In the western province RUB activities among the branches, especially in Karongi district and Rusizi district have brought out the fact that there is a lot of hereditary blindness in these two districts, perhaps researchers would like to find out why?
These branches help members to come out of isolation and to learn from others and share experiences. Through them, RUB is able to identify young Blind children who need to go to school as well as youth and adults who need to take part in rehabilitation and vocational training offered at MRCB. Family members of the Blind people also benefit from RUB activities in the branches, they are encouraged to help their Blind members to participate in daily family life including work. At least one sighted family member in each family is taught how to guide and how to use a mobility cane in case they need to help their Blind family member in using this assistive device. These activities help Local Authorities to know the number of Blind people they have in their sector and the problems that they face.
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RUB WOMEN
When RUB was first established it was difficult to get Blind women to be interested in the organisation’ activities. With time more and more Blind women attend the meetings but many of them leave the organisational leadership to the men. The establishment of women committees is aimed at helping Blind women to develop self confidence and be more willing to lead. There are other issues also which Blind women feel more comfortable to discuss when they are alone in their own group. These are issues like sexual and reproductive health, possibilities of marriage and personal hygiene. It is only when women are able to sit and talk among themselves that they will talk about issues like being raped, being forced to have children or being worried about the fact that they might never get spouses.

RUB YOUTH
The only group where we have a good number of people who have had education according to the Rwandan situation is among the youth. The RUB Youth Committee was established in 2007. We have many future plans such as establishing a sport association which will help to develop goalball and to establish more new games for Blind people in Rwanda.

Young Blind Rwandans are encouraged to attempt using other talents such as composing and playing music, and writing.
NEWS

This year, RUB visits have been made to seven branches, five to new branches being visited for the first time while two branches were receiving follow-up visits. 
Three training seminars were held this year, one Refresher Leadership training, one Basic Leadership training and one training in Activities of Daily Living (ADL) skills.
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Among the planned activities still in the pipeline there is a holiday camp for orphaned Blind children and a fundraising function for MRCB.                
If you would like more information please contact us at:

Rwanda Union of the Blind

P.O. Box 1527 Kigali – Rwanda

Tel: (+250) 57 60 97

Mobile Tel: 0788 85 66 71                             Email: k_donatilla@yahoo.com
ADL Seminar held in May 2009 at Masaka Resource Centre for the Blind








Nyabihu Branch








Gisenyi Branch








PAGE  
1
RUB Newsletter – Issue 1, June 2009

[image: image5.png]


